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Y GYMANFA

A peculiarly Welsh Institution. Metaphorically it is a stalwart tree
that has its roots in the remote past, and planted by an ardent group of
Dissenters in the early days of Nonconformity in Wales.

The American Gymanfa is a daughter of the mother tree in the old
country, where it still thrives root and branch, but due to non-indigenous
soil, the daughter-frees in alien lands wither and die in course of time.
Our Ohio Gymanfa is the sole green tree in America today. The writer
is old enough to remember 20 Gymanfas here, 8 of them being Congre-
gational, and 12 equally divided between Baptists and Presbyterians.

Organized in 1840 at Radnor in the heyday of venerable timberland
and bearded preachers, our Gymanfa was destined to become a part of
the Welsh-American Testament in years to come. It is most grandly
rewarding to lift from the cold bed of the printed page the names of the
organizers of Y Gymanfa. They were the Revs. B. W. Chidlaw, Paddy’s
Run; H. R. Price, Dablo; Seth Powell, Columbus; and Rees Powell,
Radnor.

The original Gymanfa consisted of 54 Churches. By 1871 it had
become practically unwieldy in a geographical and numerical series.
Consequently, in 1872 it was divided into two sections, 29 Churches were
assigned to form an Eastern Ohio and Western Pennsylvania Gymanfa,
and 25 Churches designated to compose a Southwestern Ohio Gymanfa.

The 1842 Gymanfa held at Granville, Newark, Brynberian and
Palmyra covered twelve days — a veritable marathon. 1842 Sessions
held at Oak Hill, Tyn Rhos, Nebo and Siloam lasted an entire week, and
unquestionably enriched the topsoil from which successive sessions of
the Gymanfa sprang.

PROGRAM

The
EIGHTY THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE
L (Gymanta)
of the

CENTRAL SOUTH CONGREGATIONAL
ASSOCIATION

held at the

TYN RHOS CHURCH
THURMAN R. F. D, GALLIA COUNTY, OHIO

September 25, 26, 1954

"—o0 0 O 0 0—

GUEST MINISTERS

REV. J. VINCENT JONES, D. D.,, Emporia, Kansas
REV. JOHN R. THOMAS, Philadelphia, Pa.
REV. CECIL LEEK, Hillsboro, Ohio

Asst. Supt. Cong’l Conference of Ohio

——o0 0 O 0 0—

OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION

Moderator: Ben R. Evans, Jackson, Ohio

Vice Moderator: David Jenkins, Patriot, Ohio

Registrar: Mrs. Hannah Pugh, Bellevue, Ky.

Treasurer: Robert Rees, Gallipolis, Ohio

Trustees: Paul Morgan, Oak Hiil, O., David Jenkins,
Patriot, Ohio, John H. Pugh, Cincinnati, O.

| —0 0 O 0 0—

ASSOCIATED CHURCHES

¢ Brynhyfryd, Oak Hill, Tyn Rhos, Nebo.

Formerly Allied; Siloam, Columbus and Cincinnati
Chorister: Elias Jones, Thurman, Ohio
Organist: Sade Jones, Thurman, Ohio
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Saturday:

Sunday:

ORDER OF SERVICES

1:30 P. M. Business Session. Assembly of Delegates.
Reports from Churches.
7:30 P. M. Devotions: Rev. Cecil Leek
Sermon: Rev. Vincent Jones D. D.
——000o00
10:00 A. M. Opening Song — Congregation
Devotions — Rev. John R. Thomas
Memorial — Ben R. Evans
Sermon — Rev. Cecil Leek
Solo — Elias Jones
Offering
Sermon — Rev. Vincent Jones D. D.
H o00Oo0o0
Basket Dinner At Noon
——000o00
1:30 P. M. Opening Song — Congregation
Devotions — Rev. W. Stuart Barr
Pastor Presbyterian
Church, Jackson
Sermon — Rev. John R. Thcmas
Special Music
Offering
Sermon — Rev. Vincent Jones D. D.
———000o00
7:30 P. M. Opening Song — Congregation
Devotions — David Jenkins
Sermon — Rev. John R. Thomsas

Closing Song
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TYN RHOS CHURCH
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THE LOG CHURCH




TYN RHOS CHURCH
and Neighborhood

Organized October 15, 1842, Log Church built 1843
Present Clapboard Church erected in 1852

PIONEERS

A shirt-sleeve biography of these folk would be alive with infor-
mality and fun. Gallia used to be a county wherein Cardiganshire was
always around the corner. The first generation Welshman was still a
member of two worlds — Wales and America — his descendants are nc:.

Breeds and bloodstreams figure in history. Many a family in the
Tyn Rhos area has behind it a saga of adventure, hard work, fun and
heartbreak that have gone into their share in the making of the settle-
ment. The quiet farmstead parents who worked, watched and prayed.
A powerful lot of cld-fashioned virtues lay behind a gingham dress and
a pair of overalls. About all these pioneers possessed were raw land
and forest, except brains and enterprise. The Indian lived hardly more
simply than the first settlers.

Mr. John Jones (Tyn Rhos) settled in Tyn Ehos Community in 1833,
and lived for a while in the old log house near the present home of Mr.
David Thomas. Church services began in his home and held there for
a span of two years. In October, 1842, the Tyn Rhos Church was organized
by about a dozen Welsh settlers. The Rev. Jchn A. Davies was present
at the first organization, assisted by the Revs. B. W. Chidlaw, Paddy’s
Run, and Hugh J. Hughes, Cincinnati.

Charter Members: John Jones (Tynrhos), Daniel Price, Mrs.
Rodgers, Isaac Jones (Caegarn), Evan Jones, Jane Jones, John Thomas,
Daniel Thomas and Gwen Jones.

The log Church was a wooden structure of the simplest plan, yet it
had undeniably a picturesquesness of its own. Saturated with the skill
of hands and the love, mind and heart of the community, it was a hymn
to God in rustic craftsmanship. Craftsmen who had learned their skill
in old Wales took delight in fashioning hard stones and live Iogs, feelisg
that they were carving a bit of eternity., Building a Church was
watershed in settlement chronology. More than a century has mellowed
the masonry and carpentry and Tyn Rhos Log Church, and the msmea-
toes that are housed in it today are full of whisperings and memories.
The log Churches of the early days were in due course supplanted by
gracious clapboard houses of worship in the best bhio tradition.

6
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PASTORS

The list of Pastors makes the Welsh heart beat high. These Pioneer
Preachers were invariably from the ranks of men who swung mandrels
in coal mines, handled trowels on walls, hammered iron on anvils, squared
timber with axes, and knew manual labor fully as well as the settler,
and as such could communicate a ferver that had nothing academic

about it in the best Welsh tradition. Pulpit ministrations today afford
a nostalgic reminder of the passing of the old-time pulpit “Hwyl”.

CHRONICLE OF PASTORATES

CHRONICLE OF PASTORATES

1. John A. Davies 1841-1853 (buried at Tynrhos)
2. Evan Davies 1957-1875 (buried at Tynrhos)
3. Richard Richards 1876-1884

4. Wm. Rees Evans 1385-1892

5. Harri Roberts 1893-1896

6. John F. Davies 1896-1902

7. Thomas P. Jenkins 1903-1907

8. Abram R. Jones 1907-1911

9. Jeffrey D. Thomas 1912-(Supply)

10. Morgan W. Davies 1913-1915

11. David F. Davies 1916-1917

12. Morris G. Jones 1919-1922

13. R. L. Williams 1923-1927

(The above,pa.srtvgo(riserved the Circuit of
Churches of Tyﬁ Rhos, Nebo and Siloam)

14. Samuel Whilding 1929-1931
15. Owen T. Williams 1931-1932
16. Elwyn Owen 1934-1936

1937-1940

17. Henry R. Hughes

SUPPLY MINISTERS

Forest R. Grimm 1940-1942
W. E. Bartoe 1947-1948
Daniel Murphy 1951-1952

(The last seven Pastors served the circuit of Churches of
Tyn Rhos, Nebo, Siloam, Oak Hill and Brynhyfryd).
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GYMANFA

The hallowed heritage of the history of the Welsh Gymanfa has the
signature of age upon it. Gymanfas were not a new thing for the eariy
settlers. They had always had them in their blood.

Gymanfas Held at Tyn Rhos:

1843 — 1854 — 1861 — 1872
1878 — 1886 — 1894 — 1901
1914 — 1920 — 1923 — 1933
1947 — 1951 — 1954

total 15 Gymanfas

PLACE NAMES IN CARDIGANSHIRE, WALES, WHICH PIONEERS
GAVE TO THEIR FARMSTEADS IN AMERICA:

—Acres of Whispering Echoes of Place Names in Gallia County —

Gwrthwynt — Uchaf — Cilcennin — Llanon
Ciliau Aeron — Liedrod — Talgarreg
Llancwnlie — Neuaddlwyd — Synod Inn
Rhiwfen -— Brynmaen -— Pencae

Trefilan — Caermaen — Bryngalem

Penglog — Caegarn — Cwmllamarch
Hafodwynog — Caerwedros — Abermeurig
Nantcwnlle — Brynowen -— Tynbach
Tynrhos — Blaenpennal — Llanddeiniol
Aberaeron — Pandy — Cadrenaf

(Several of these place names are to be found on tombstones in
local Cemeteries).

Each of the above place names -are poetically descriptive of the strip
of land upon which the home or village stands—for example: Tyn Rhos
means “A House on the Moor”. Aberaeron — Aber is the Welsh (and
Scotch) for Estuary, hence, Aberaeron means “the mouth cf the River
Aeron.”

LANGUAGES

The world has not nown a people more language proud than the
Welsh, and when a language disappears, as of course, it must in the
process of Americanization, a whole world of poetry and prose dies
with it.

Th\e Welsh in these people was like an old song. The great music
that had clanged halfway across the world, that spoke aloud in emigrant
ships, flatboats on the calm water of the Ohio, and the quaint phrases
of Cardiganshire lore in Cabin and Church.
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TYN RHOS CEMETERY: ASSOCIATION

First Directors and Officers:
D. D. Davis, C. A. Jenkins, Edwin T.
Thomas, Wm. E. Parry, Evan D. Rees.

Present Directors and Officers:
Ed P. Davis, Thomas Evans, Forrest
Hutchins, Arthur Jenkins, Evan D. Rees,
Anna Rees, E. E. Davis.

CEMETERY
‘ Tyn Rhos Cemetery is a large historic handful.

January 28, 1845, Mr. and Mrs. John Jones (Tynrhos) conveyed to
Tyn Rhos Congregational Church one acre of land to be used as a grave-
yard, which is co-eval with the first settlement of the neighborhood,
and today, at the end of eleven decades, abounds with monuments which
bosom returns an echo. One can find here a whole era of history —
gravestones with the coloring of time and as motley as a man’s memory.

The status of Tynrhos Church is that of an Incorporated Body com-
prised of the Cemetery -Association-to- which all church property has
been deeded. The present enrollment -of Church members is twenty.

PERIODICALS

The literature of the early generation of Welsh was a veritable
breeding farm of sermons, essays, poems and romantic Biographies.
Practically all of the Welsh Journals have long gone to dust and files.
Religious monthlies like “Y Cennadur” and “Y Cyfaill” together with
the Secular Monthly Magazine “The Cambriau”; Weeklies bearing the
titles of “Y Wasg-Columbia”—*“Banet America” and “The Druid” have
vanished entirely. Even “Y Drych” sole Welsh American Newspaper
now in its 103rd year has eventually hit the sawdust trail of American-
ization.



APPRECIATION

The life-span of D. D. Davis is a colorful chap’er in the history
of two neighboring counties; viz, Jackson and Gallia.

Bred and born at Centerpoint, which was a sort of Welsh-
American briarpatch, as the son of John and Margaret Davis, he was
proud of his Welsh lineage and held his head high.

Here was a grand Human that shook the trees of life when the
fruit was ripe. Small thing, you say! Well, look at the trees he
shook — organization of an orchard of enterprisés that are an
adornment to a community:

The Ohio Fire Brick Co., Davis Fire Brick Co.,
Cambria Clay Products Co., Oak Hill Savings Bank,
Jackson Iron & Steel Co., Sivad Ceramic Corp.

) Historian; estimate a man’s value in terms of what he has left

" to grow in a humanitarian sense, D. D. Davis’s legacies are the warp
and woof of The Oak Hill Hospital; Holzer Foundation, Gallipolis;
together with scholarships in a number of Ohio Colleges.

The feeling a man may have for a place is a dominant human
factor — be it a creek, a hill, a familiar skyline or a home town.
D. D. Davis felt soft toward Tyn Rhos Church and Cemetery. His
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memory threw a cloak of repose over loved graves and monuments. -
His name will also live in the ‘Story of the Log Church’—A museum

brimful of whisperings and memories. The present house of wor-

ship meant far more to him than simply an ordered arrangement

of field stones and weather boards—it was the Signature of God in

the Settlement. The Gymanfa will miss him, but he will brighten

Eternity!

OAK HILL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Data Submitted by D. Paul Morgan

Oak Hill, organized October 1841, ranks sixth in the record of found-
ing 54 Welsh Congregational Churches in Ohio. Earlier organizations
are Paddy’s Run (Shandon) 1803; Palmyra 1831; Radnor 1836; Gomer
1839; Cincinnati 1840.

A silver loving cup of priority in establishing eight churches of our
crder, together with designing the ordination of nine ministers within
the span of nineteen years in this area should be given to the Rev. John
A. Davis. When he arrived at Oak Hill in August 1841, not one solitary
Congregational Church — neither American nor Welsh — graced the
virgin acres of Southeastern Ohio from Marietta to Cincinnati.

His life-story is a most readable human chronicle. He founded Oak

"Hill Church within a few weeks of his arrival from Wales, and in the

range of two years had ridden the clearings to organize and superintend
the construction of log churches at Tyn Rhos, Carmel, Centerville and

" Pomeroy. A pioneer preacher in the true tradition of old Gwalia, and

one who was in his element seeing Churches built and souls Tripening

s about him. In consideration of his valiant service for God and man.
s-let us shed a prayer in his footprints as the Greathearf of Ohio Wilder-

ness, and honor his memory to the last full stop.

Oak Hill’s first house of worship was built atop a knoll in  tha
pioneer village of Portland, on land where the cemetery now stands.

Frontier railroading frequently determined a change in the location
cf tocwns, and this holds true of the present site of Oak Hill, where in
1867 the congregation cf some thirty fomilies decided to build a com-
modious brick church.

Dedicatory services held May 25-27, 1869 were heightened and
embellished by three-day sessions of the Southern Ohio Association
which comprised of eight churches with 16 lay delegates and seven
pastors. Rev. John Morgan Thomas, Ironton, offered what the record
describes as “An altar-fire prayer of consecration.”

Following dedicatory servcies the membership grew rapidly, and
forthwith developed into a colorful closely-knit fellowship not only in
purely religious services, but also in spheres which found response on

11



the heartstrings of. both emigrants and settlers. Born and bred in those
rose patches of Prose, Poetry and Music, they had brought their beloved
Eisteddfod as part of their cultural baggage to America. There is
scarcely a Welsh settlement abroad the land but that has a stream of
amusing anecdotes concerning a dozen or so top-ranking figures in its
literary and musical history — essayists lyrists (and invariably a brace
of “plant barddas” — the Welsh equivalent cf American woodshed
poets!), choral conductors and soloists.

Outstanding among Oak Hill Church’s type of music lovers was John
Hitchens. It has been pertinently said that he was “the hub from which
the spokes of Eisteddfods and St. David’s Day celebrations radiated.”
A real inspirer of music in young folk. Numerous prizes he triumphantly
bore away from State Eisteddfods. Samplings of press opinions of his
victories in a Cincinnati Eisteddfod are grandly complimentary to him
as choir conductor and soloist.

Two other personalities that are well worth documenting are those
of Rev. George James Jones (Llew or Llain) and Rev. Evan Evans

(Nantyglo) — the former an epigranmatic Cymro, the oracle and anec-
dotist of Gallia and Jackson Counties, the latter a free lance pulpiteer
who had a deep kind of Carmarthenisms in therme and style — a man

who had made a religion of travelling. During one of the family’s visit
to Wales a baby was born, and left there at the request of a maternal
grandmother. . That offspring from the loins of Nantyglo became one of
Wales’ brightest literary stars — Beriah Guzzfe Evans — novelist,
journalist -and biographer of David Lloyd George.

By the time the Church celebrated its 100th anniversary on Seprt.
26-28, 1941, it had entered the main stream of American life. Tidewater
not only flows but also ebbs. Such is the story of emigration. and
Americanization. i

Posterity has the floor today. It is useless to turn a Welsh-American
area into a garden where everything has a label, and must grow where
it is planted. America is a land of change. Our young people, living
in the present, are instinctively heeding the beckoning hand of oppor-

tunity in other sections of state and nation, regardless cf the ties of home.

Records of Church activities had been preserved in journals, which,
sad to relate, were destroyed, by fire in the home of John J. Jones,
church clerk, Octcber 15, 1885, thus making it difficult to ascertain exact
facts and dates. 5

Oak Hill in common with other nation-wide Welsh-American areas.

has become a feederless reservoir. We use “reservoir” advisedly,
because alien organizations can no longer be described as living rivers.
The membership of the Church has declined rapidly in latter years, but
Sunday School is held practically every Sunday and preaching services
occasionally.

12

9 %..a’

-

o o~

Period after period in the history c¢f Jackson and Oak Hili has been
teeming with vitality — coal mining, the building of Rolling Mills, Blas}

. Furnaces and Brickyards. The lyrical Welsh names of Davis, Hughes

and Jones are interwoven with these industries together with Morgan,
Samuel, Griffiths etc., among storekeepers, bankers, lawyers, physicians,
teachers and contractors.

The past does not die completely in any neighborhood but remains
faitafully in some memories filed like a carbon copy of experience,

A ROSTER OF OAK HILL PASTORS

John A. Davis 1841-1863
D. M. Evans 1865-1876
John Cadwalader 1878-1831
Jenkin Rees 1883-1836
Caleb Samson 1887-1902
John Evans 1905-1909
Ncah Bevan 1909-1911

Forest Williams (Supply) 1911-19i4

Jeffry D. Thomas (Supply 1914
W. E. Rees 1915-1918
M. G. Jones 1919-1922
Jeffry Evans 1923-1925
Dendraeth Jones 1925-1926
Samuel Whilding 1929-1931
Olwen T. Williams 1931-1932
Elwyn Owen 1934-1936
Henry Hughes 1937-1940
Forest D. Grim (Supply) 19490
W. E. Bartoe (Supply) 1947
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THE REV. JOHN TUDNO WILLIAMS

Born in Corwen, N. Wales, September 7, 1880
Died at Cincinnati, Ohio, September 27 1950.

The memory of the subject of this sketch is enshrined with twex}ty
seven years of sterling service to both Lawrence Street Church, (?11:1-
cinnati, and our age-old Gymanfa. His personality will tiptoe into
Tynrhos sessions today on the shining waves of memory, and there
will be many tugs cf hearts.

hoi 1 AF Turical Welch prose drops into th ind like a
A choice morsel of lyrical Welsh prose drops inio the minc lxe a

stone into a pool: “Marw yw cf — m2e rhwd ar ci arfau ond dim atr
Ei Enw” (“Dead he is — 'here is rust on his tools — but none on his

name”).

Born with a craftsman’s heart, he built his character like thfa old
cabinet-makers used - to..fashion furniture — slowly, painstakingly,
expensively, but it lasted a lifetime.

His Ministerial life was an open letter. Americans of all racial
origins read it and God in his Heaven saw every line .of it. A
Pulpiteer and Pastor of note, he was also hand-tailored directly to
conduct meetings as Gymanfagoers well know.

Something of a laurel leaf should also go to Lawrence Street
Church. Many +ofY.Gymanfa Houses of Worship seem like old ac-
quaintances and the-funerals of historic Welsh Churches are melan-
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choly events. The sand of their hourglass in Cincinnati, Pastor and
Church, ran out together. The Church, after 110 years of gallant
service to God and Man —, the Pastor at the end of 27 years of
efficient ministry.

Amen to the Gospel according to “Tudno”, as he was affectionately
known, and praise to old Lawrence Street Church for its Sunset post-
script to his Book of Life, viz, the establishment of a Memorial Loan
Fund for Ministerial Students, together with a substantial gift t>
Memorial Center Council of Churches Cincinnati, and for embalming

his memory with a grandly druidical monument in Spring Grove
Cemetery.

BRYNHYFRYD (Mt.- Pleasant) CHURCH
(Data submitted by Dan H. Morgan)

Brynhyfryd is the youngest of the Gymanfa. Born in 1899, its cradle
for the span of several months was the Union Chapel of the Evangelical
United Brethren which the members of that wiry branch of Protestantism
unselfishly lent until such time as the erection of a Welsh Congregational
Church was completed.

The building site was donated by Dan H. Mcrgan’s mother, Mr:.
Ann Herbert Morgan, who, with the aid of several friends was instru-
mental in having a Church established here, and one of the supreme joys
of her life was the gladsome thought that a House of God graced her
farmstead.

Brynhyfryd’s door was opened Sept. 2, 1900. Presiding. at the
Dedicatory Service was the Rev. Caleb Samson, long time pastor of Oak
Hill Church and instrumental in yoking us with that fellowship. His
tenure of office with us covered two full years. Due to illness in his
family he moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico, where he lived some
years, settling later in Pasadena, Califcrnia where he passed away on
August, 1947.

The Welsh people in the Kitchen vicinity had long felt the need of
a Sanctuary in which they could worship God in their mother-tongue,
and in a friendly spirit of cooperation, elected ccmpetent leaders. True
to Congregational policy, Brynhyfryds’ first Official Board was selected
October 4, 1900, and consisted of the following personnel:

Deacons: John E. Evans, David E. Morgan and Wm. J. Jenkins.
Trustees: Thomas J. Evans, John G. Evans and Wm. D. Reese.
Secretary: Wm. D. Reese; Treasurer: John E. Shadrack.

Our first Clerk, Wm. D. Reese, could dip his mind in the deepest
dye of the Welsh language and his honeyed singing of Welsh hym.s
proved obviously that he never got Cardiganshire out cf his system.
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One of our first Hymnbooks was ‘Caniadau Moliant’ (Songs of
Praises) published by the late John B. Lodwick, Youngstown, O., who
travelled commercially for Te Y Brenin (King of Teas) Company.
When his itinerary brought him to this area, he never failed to attend
Brynhyfryd and was invariably invited to lead us in song. His wonderful
Cymric voice communicated a fervor that is most fittingly expressed
in the lyrical Welsh word “Hwyl” (“wind in our sails”).

Brynhyfryd Church has been a center of rural life as well as a
sanctuary. With the passing of years great changes have taken place,
not the least of which is the abandonment of the Welsh language in
favor of Americanized English. It is true that religion transends
language!

Old timers pass on and new inter-racial faces appear to take their
place. Of the original charter members in 1900, four are still living;
viz: Mrs. Jennie Evans Davis, Thos. W. Reese, Columbus, O., Mrs. Mary
Evans Lewis and David W. Rees, Oak Hill, Ohio. Its present enrollment
is 47.

July 1940 the Church observed its 40th Anniversary with one of its
former Pastors, the Rev. Morris A. Jones, as guest. The 50th milestone
of Brynhyfryd was passed on July 13, 1950, with Rev. Elwyn Owen, a
one-time Pastor as guest speaker, and who at present is located at Lima
Ohio, where he ministers devotedly to the First Congregational Church.

In handing around in this manner some flower-plates of memory
Brynhyfryd hopes that this simple serving of grapes from its vineyard
will prove pleasant and tasty to its members and friends.

16

HISTORICAL SKETCH
— OF =
NEBO CHURCH

Prepared for its Centennial Celebration June 20, 1954
by
BEN R. EVANS

A DAY BRIMFUL OF MEMORIES

In the early rural settlements of our country, the emigrants played
pretty much the winsome game of “Follow The Leader”, and this un-
questionably holds true of the Nebo community.

The first Welsh Pioneers in this area homesteaded around Tyn Rhos
and in due course of immigration from thec homeland, others came to
settle near them. Home ties being an instinctive part of human nature,
it follows that as frontier children grew older and entered into matri-
mony, they looked for a place to locate as near to their parental heartlx
as possible, where in true American style they developed an overpow-
ering feeling for their own patch of earth. Hence the early Settlers in
Nebo Community overflowed from the Tyn Rhos area.

In 1854 there was felt a need for another Church in this new com~
munity. Tyn Rhos has been termed the ‘Mother Church’, as many of the
Nebo neighborhood attended religious services there. Nebo’s first ‘House- -
of Worship’ was located in the Southeast corner of the present Cemetery
grounds and tradition holds that it was a log building.

The history of that early sanctuary and its proceedings are very
meager, and what records exist are vague. The generation that comprised
its initial membership has passed to its reward. No register of its first
Official Board is available, but we have at our disposal the names of
Charter Members:

James Davis and Family (Jim Davis, California)

David Parry and Family — Griffeth D. Griffith and Family

(Griffen Symmes Creek)

John B. Jones and Family — John J. Jones and Family

Catherine Morgan (Mcther of David and John) Nigat

An appreciable number was received into membership within two
years of its organization. Listed among that group are Mr. and Mrs.
William O. Jones, who were admitted on the strength of letters from
McKendry Church. Mr. Jones was elected Secretary around 1860 and
from that distant date our Church reccrds have been reasonably kept,

Nebo Church flourished from its very incipiency and proved a power
fort good among the Welsh constituents of both Jackson and Gallia
Counties. Many of the younger members decamped for other communities
and states where they became useful citizens and valuable helpers in
Christian work.
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In 1887 during the pastorate of Rev.” W. Kees Evans thet Churlr:h Brief Summary of the
building was moved from its location in what is now the cemetery plot
ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM

to its present site. How the land was secured is lacking in records, and

this holds true also as to who were the first persons to be buried in the ‘ 1854 — 1954
Cemetery. Earliest interments gleaned from time-worn monuments are: '» Held Sunday, June 20, 1954
Elizabeth Jenkins 1862 — David Parry 1863 MORNING SERVICE
b 10:30 A. M.
Jenkin Jones 1867 — David J. Evans 1868 .
Opening Song
James Davis 1868 — David Evans 1879

Devotions________________________ Rev. Cecil Leek

1861-1865 — CIVIL WAR DAYS. Several members joined the forces Asst. Supt. Congregational Church of Ohio

and were later buried here. _ Congregational Singing . ________ Elias Jones, Director
Daniel Davies (New York 1868 — Rees Rees Mrs. Steve Thomas’ AccompamST
N — Sermon__ . _________ Rev. Cecil Leek
John D. Evans — Thomas Jones 1873 — Stephen Quartet_____ Rebart Williaos Family
Eijam, ;. Fatny JOIS - homas denlems 110 Basket dinner at noon on Church grounds
David E. Rees 1924 — John J. Evans — Tom Jenkins DEDICATION OF SHELTER HOUSE
Jenkin Jones — John J. Jones — John W. Jones Erected for Anniversary Celebration and for use of Church
T. W. Jones — David Rees — Davis Thomas in its Second Cem‘ury
total of 16
AFTERNOON SERVICE
Membership — As nearly as can be ascertained, the Church reached . 1:30 P. M.
its peak in enrollment around 1900 where there were 108 names recorded. OpeningSong . ____ “Faith of Our Fathers”
Present enrollment 31. Devotions__ ______________________ Rev. John Davis
' History of Nebo Church _______ Ben R. Evans
Sole_ . ____ ___ _____ _ Elias Jones
Memories of Nebo______________ Mrs. R. L. Williams
of Nelson, Nebraska
Special Music_____________________ Centerville Trio
Kenny, Gary Williams and Bobby Terry
Congregational Singing .________ Elias Jones, Directing
Address _________ _____________. Rev. R. L. Williams
Nelson, Nebraska
Quartet_______ Robert Williams Family
i Closing Song ._“God Be With You Till We Meet Again”
‘ Benediction . ____ ______________ Rev. R. L. Williams
b PRESENT OFFICERS OF NEBO CHURCH
S. S. Superintendent ..o David E. Jenkins
D eaconS: i nrasnds s s Evan D. Rees, David E. Jenkins
Trustees..........cooccvvvvvivieinnn. Evan D. Rees, David E. Jenkins, Donald Reese
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SILOAM CHURCH
Data submitted by Ben R. Evans

The founding of Siloam Church was the geographical out-growth of
Tyn Rhos and Nebo organization and in due course became a unit in a
circuit of three Churches that were served by the same minister for a
span of 75 years.

The first Meeting House was of log construction and situated in a
grove about one mile West of Racoon Creek on route No. 141, and the
membership was duly organized on January 13-14, 1860, as a Welsh
Congregational Church, with eleven Charter Members, whose surnames
are grandly Cymric in their prosy lack of variation—four Davis, three
Jones, two Owens and two Evans:

Rev. John A. Davis, Pastor; Thomas H. Davis, David H. Davis,
Margaret Davis, Elinor Jones, Maria Jones, D. T. Evans,
Ann Evans, John J. Owens, Catherine Owens

During the first year of existence thirteen more names were added
to the roll. The peak of membership was around 100.

The primitive Sanctuary of 1860 was abandoned in 1866 and dis-
placed by a frame structure in the selfsame yard of what is now known
as the O. C. Eblin Farmstead.

Siloam graveyard with its sacred dust is enclosed with a prim fence,
and is now in the custedy of Township Trustees. Due to a re-alignment
of roadsteads both the graveyard and the old Church lot are now fuliy
500 feet off the main highway.

In the Winter of 1877-78 this pioneer type of Church building was
dismantled and moved to the last site by the old covered bridge, which
spanned Racoon Creek.

A conscientious trio of craftsmen — John D. Jones, John L. Lewis
and John Griffith, were the movers, and rebuilding the hallowed struc-
ture was a comparatively easy task, because each board was numbered,
and thereby readily took its accustomed location in the framework.

As a rural Sanctuary, it fulfilled its mission most commendably. A
very active Sunday School was clearly its good fortune with attendance
as high as 75 to 100. But time and change in residents of the com-
munity caused its membership to fade away, and dissolution followed
in due course as night follows day.

In 1947 the dear old ‘House of God’ was sold to Centenary Methodist
to be used as a Sunday School Annex to their Church. The strip of land
on which Siloam was located was purchased by Mr. S. H. Milam, owner
of the farm from which it was first secured.

History, it is said, is a kind of Milky Way in which glowing patches
of accuracy are bordered by bleak areas of forgetfulness.

Siloam enjoyed the ministry of some men whose names .are not
written in water. The lives of two of them are carved on stone in Tyn
Rhos Cemetery.
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Rev. John A. Davis’ life was the very cornerstone of Siloam. During
the long twilight of his final years he was instrumental in securing a
successor whose sun, sad to relate, went down while it was yet morning
of the second year of his pastorate, and whom he lyrically portrayed in
an obituary in “Y Cenhadur” as one who “whenever he put his foot in
the furrow it was never withdrawn.” Out of a fathom-deep affection
toward the young evangel, and warmhearted regard toward his sorrow-
ful parents in Wales, Gallia and Jackson Counties Association placed a
deserving monument on his grave in Tyn Rhos Cemetery where one can
read with a tug of the heart the following inscription: “Rev. Joseph M.

Jones B. D. (Yale), son of Evan and Maria Jones, Pontardulara, South

v OIS 5. /. (fLaxf), SV UL LVail QUL La&iig VL0, QilvalGulia uvll

Wales, died Nov. 21, 1888, age 31 years.”

“OVER A CENTURY OF FELLOWSHIP”

Rev. Cecil Leek, Asst. Supt. Ohio Conference
- of Congregational Churches of Ohio

Both records and descendants of the early founders of the Welsh
Congregational Churches bear witness today of the devotion and sacrifice
that prompted them to establish the Welsh Churches in Ohio. Duty’s
rugged march through the checkered years of war, prosperity and de-
pression are clearly marked in the silent records which reveal the
strength and weakness of the times. However, through all of this there
is still a remnant of the Welsh Congregationalists left who are taking
their stand, and transplanting their faith in the followers of Him who
inspired their noble adventure in Christian service. Their unceasing
efforts to cement the past and future together gives undaunted courage
to those who live in the present to see that their faith shall not have
been in vain.

No longer do they come from yonder shore, nor is there first de-
scendants in number to keep the tryst they once held, but time in its
onward march has a way of changing things and broadening our scope.
From falling hands a torch is passing on to others who must carry on,
and carry on they will. A new day is breaking upon the churches in
the Central South Welsh Association. Through their contribution to the
wider fellowship shall come a sustaining strength and power that shall
give life. While in form they lose their cherished characteristics, their
noble spirit has transcended the ages and shall live. The Ohio Conference
of Congregational Christian Churches has been enriched by their fellow-
ship, and continues to assure the remaining remnant that they shall nbt
stand alone. We congratulate you on this century of Christian service
and commend the leadership of today on their forward-look and concern
for the future.

Through your continued fellowship and Christian service, you will

AAAAAA Ladsr s 4
prove that our 0oay is more than Llay an

able hands.
“Because I live, Ye shall live” — let us live on, build on and move
on toward the richer fellowship in Him!
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Translations For
Evan Davis’ Book

Since thre have been
- numerous requests for the
English translation of the first
two pages, in Welsh, in Mr.
Evan E. Davis’ book “In-
dustrial History of Oak Hill” it
is published in this issue, as
follows:
All Hail To Thee Cambria
“All hail to the County where
nature discloses, :
Her charm in each valley and
- heath-covered hill,

‘Mid scenes where the spirit of -

beauty reposes,

In dell, rock and mountain,
lake, river and rill.

Shall they children disown thee
and leave thee to perish,

Or tarnish the glory that cir-

cles thy fame? R
No, No-in their hearts thy
bright forms they will cherish,
And truth and affection will
cling to thy name.

Above English translation by
Talhaiarn :

All other following tran-

slations by Meddwyn Pentre,

The Author
It has given to Oak Hill and to
the world famous people in
politics, science and industry.

The old church has always

been a bulwark to everything
important in our excellent
inheritance.,

The Old Ploughman

GAIR EGLURHAD
‘A Word of Explanation
As occurs from time to time
in the Welsh language, there
are no English words that
properly translate the first

line. The Welsh have been
splendid leaders for a great
many years.

Allow me to give my thanks
to Doctor Gwyn A. Parry, to
Mr. Daniel M. Jones, to Mr. E.
E. Davis and to Mrs. Edmund
Schwinke,

These four have been of
great help to me in writing this

due to their vast knowledge of

Jackson County history.
I dedicate this Industrial
History to the Welsh pioneers.
They were diligent men, fond
of song, hard work and very
fond of Chapel. They have set
excellent examples.
Let us follow them. :
: E. E. D. Coal Hill
The Fifteenth of January 1973

HOREB REGION
Horeb Region, oh how dear,
An attraction to all my love,
Here I sang: here 1 was
reared, ;
A sacred peak of the world.

Charming are her cleared hills,
Charming are her green vales,

Fond are the trees, her rippling
brooks,
Fond are . her by-ways and

Dear also her inhabitants,
Dear her cozy dwellings,

But dearest the house of the
Lord,

A hill place for future clans.
Here since over forty years
ago, ‘

We raised an altar,

We named the altar Horeb,
Here is the peak from which t
worship God. '

About the beginning of the
month of July, .

Eighteen Hundred Thirty
Seven

Yonder from Cardigan cam'e,

~ (David) Dafydd Evans, Joshua
- Evans,
- William Jenkins arrived,

William Jones and

The latter followed here af-
terwards,

- Godly men and very religious.

Several others came from
Wales, :
Immigrating before long,
Before the end of the year the
number : :
became about forty in the land
Here are the Horeb Pioneers,
Here are the ones finding

contentment,

pathways. _ In the dearest of the regions,
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